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him to make a money grant. This proceeding was unconstitu-
tional in the extreme : the leading men, who had not been sent
to London for any such purpose, assembled in the royal
chamber ; and although in no respect a parliament, or qualified
to act as one, granted an eighth of the movables of the barons
and knights, and a fifth of those of the cities and boroughs.
The reward of this concession was to be the confirmation of the
Great Charter and of the Charter of the Forest. The king then
asked the archbishop for a grant, and he immediately sum-
moned a convocation to meet at the New Temple on the loth of
August. The mandate states the condition of affairs to be
alarming, and the purpose of the meeting to be to obtain the
confirmation of the charters. It is dated on the i6th of July,
and contains the first intimation that the confirmation of the
charters had been brought in question. The archbishop, now
restored to the king's confidence, next undertook, in conjunc-
tion with several other bishops, to negotiate with the barons.
On the iQth he proposed to meet them at Waltham, Barking,
or Stratford, on any day they might name. They consented
to a parley at Waltham, and on the 23rd the archbishop fixed
for the day of the interview the 27th. On that day, instead of
the two earls, Robert Fitz Roger and John Scgravo met the
archbishop, and accompanied him to S. Albans, to visit the
king on the 28th and to receive safe-conducts for the earls.
The earls, however, neither presented themselves in person nor
sent excuses ; and on the soth the king ordered the collection
of the fifth and eighth : proceeding shortly after to Winchelsea,
where he proposed to embark. The writ directing the collection
specifically declares the confirmation of the charters to be the
ground of the grant.

The convocation met on the loth of August, and rcplicid to
the king's request, that they entertained good hope of pro-
curing the assent of the pope to their granting an aid. On the
strength of this promise Edward, on the 2Oth, issued an order
for the collection of a third of the temporal goods of the clergy ;